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through interservice sharing. Comments of AAR at 17 n.11.

Nonetheless, AAR agrees with other PLMR user groups such as UTC

that the Commission must permit more flexibility in its

regulations implementing EUO. Comments of UTC at 49. The

proposed 50-mile radius for obtaining concurrence for exclusivity

is irrelevant to users with right-of-way service areas. Comments

of API at 11. The Commission's EUO rules should be flexible

enough to accommodate users' individual operating characteristics

and system design. Comments of Coalition at 21-22. Moreover,

special consideration should be given to users with pUblic safety

applications.

VIII. OTHER ISSUES

A. AAR Opposes Proposed Channel Split in 72-76 MHz Band.

AAR opposes the Commission's proposal to split channels in

the 72-76 MHz range to 5 kHz bandwidth. The railroads use these

channels for low-power remote control of overhead cranes and

production equipment in train yards and for operation of conveyor

belts and other loading and unloading equipment at dock

facilities. Reducing the channel width from 20 kHz to 5 kHz

would make these low-power operations susceptible to intolerable

levels of interference from adjacent channel high-power users,

making it impossible to effectively use low-power devices in this

band. Five kHz channelization also would impair operation of

model airplanes, creating a risk that hobbyists would lose

control of such devices, harming persons and property. See,
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~, Comments of Academy of Mobile Aeronautics. Paging

operations also would be affected. Moreover, the proposed

reduction to 5 kHz would not produce any significant efficiency

gains. AAR recommends that the width of these channels not be

reduced.

B. AAR Supports Formation of Industry Advisory
Committee.

AAR supports the recommendation that the Commission form a

special committee to recommend specific technical parameters for

spectrum "refarming" and revisions to the Commission's PLMR

rules. See,~, Comments of APCO at 37-38 and Comments of ATA

at 16. The comments, as well as the Commission's pUblic hearings

on March 1 and May 6, 1993, revealed that many of the

Commission's proposals, while perhaps appealing theoretically,

would not meet users' real-world operational requirements.

Direct input from industry experts would be especially beneficial

as the Commission considers the many complex technical proposals

in this proceeding.

IX. CONCLUSION

PLMR users have spoken with a clear voice that "refarming"

the frequency bands below 512 MHz is a complicated and expensive

proposition with a far-reaching impact on significant industries,

their customers and the pUblic. Accordingly, the Commission

should adopt only those measures that provide the greatest

spectrum efficiency gains at the least cost and with the least
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risk to safety-related operations. Before imposing burdensome

mandates, the Commission should seek to identify clear spectrum

that could be allocated to relieve congestion in the PLMR bands.

AAR urges the Commission to recognize the railroads' truly unique

PLMR requirements, including nationwide interoperability, and

preserve the Railroad Radio Service with AAR as frequency

coordinator. In addition, AAR urges adoption of its "offset

overlay" plan for achieving spectrum efficiency in the VHF band.
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New York Times, Monday, July 26, 1993
Page AI, Column 1 IRailroads Threading Freight I

Around the Midwest's Floods!
By BARNABY J. FEDER

Special to The New York Times

executives can recall. "There have
wiggling through by rail with tolerable been hurricanes where there was more
delays of up to several days on an ever- damage in a particular area, but no one
changing crazy quilt of detours. can recall a situation where so much

"We have had six railroads use our railroad property has been under wa
lines and we've diverted on to four ter for so long," said Mr. Auman of
ourselves," said Bob Auman, a spokes- Norfolk Southern.
man for the Norfolk Southern Railway A Detour to Montana
Company, which is based in Norfolk, The Santa Fe sticks as close to its
Va., and has a network of track that main Chicago-Kansas City-Los Ange
stretches into flood-stricken areas of les artery as possible. At one point,
Illinois, IQwa and Missouri. with track flooded on the Illinois side of

The trucking industry, which ac- its Mississippi River crossing at Niota,
counts for less freight than the rail- 111., and problems in Missouri as well,
roads by weight but more when meas- the detours sometimes entailed what
ured by value, has also run into delays was called a "North Pole" route, using

Burlington Northern tracks to Minne
and detours and, like the railroads, has apolis, then to Billings, Mont., and on to
been forced to absorb most of the costs. Denver.

. Although the most heavily traveled ·th th .. - ,
routes have remained open, including Now, WI e MisSISSIPPI crossmg

restored, a preferred detour involves
interstate highway crossings of the switching to Burlington Northern lines
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers, some at Bucklin, Mo., a detour of less than
transcontinental trips have been 100 miles, before returning to Santa Fe
lengthened by as much as 500 miles, tracks in Kansas City, Mo.
said Ferdinand P,Serpe, the executive The Bucklin line, a single track
dIrector of the IIhnOls Transportation weakened by the weather, cannot han
Assoclallon, an mdustry trade group. die much traffic, so other routes are

Recent Improvements have helped used. One alternative follows CSX
the rail system to cope. "The railroad track to Memphis, then Southern Pa
network gomg mto thIs was m the best cific track to Fort Worth, where the
shape it
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floods. Over the years, the Santa Fe
had become so much more efficient in
distributing crews that it closed a per
sonnel center in central Missouri. Now
the railroad needs to have crews there
to replace those who must leave the
trains, under Federal rules that limit
consecutive hours of duty.

"We found that the few hotel rooms
in the area were already filled with our
maintenance people, who have been
working round the clock to repair a
bridge and track washed out east of the
Grand River," Russell Hagberg, the
vice president in charge of transporta
tion for Santa Fe, said. The solution, for
now, has been to send restored Pull
man dining and sleeping cars that the
railroad normally uses to entertain its
most important clients.

One Route Abandoned
Although some short lines in the re

gion have been severely hurt by the
flooding, the only intercity carrier fac
ing potential disaster so far is the Gate
way Western Railway, which carries
freight from Chicago to Springfield, Ill.,
on Southern Pacific track, then to Kan
sas City on its own line. The three-ypar-

old company was hurt when it was
forced to abandon a stretch of its route
near Louisiana, Mo., after local offi·
cials feared that its efforts to raise its
flooded track were weakening a levee.
Then the rampaging Missouri River
blew out' and buried a broad stretch of
raised track west of Glasgow, Mo.

"It's flowing at 10 knots through
there," said Reilly McCarren, the pres
ident of :the privately owned railroad,
which is based in the St. Louis subarb
of Fairview Heights, Ill. "There's a
danger it will become an alternate
course for the river."

Gateway is still operating its normal
two trains a day each way between
Chicago and Kansas City, but its heavy
reliance on Union Pacific and Burling·
ton Northern tracks means that it is
losing money every day just when it
needs resources for repairs that could
cost $7 million or more.

Most ot the Dig railroads say it is too
soon to project their losses. The Bur
lington Northern, one of the harder-hit
lines, said flooding had added up to $10
million to operating costs by June 30,
the end of its second fiscal quarter.

The New York Times

Some lines have benefited. The Illi
nois Central, with tracks running from
Chicago to New .Orleans east of the
Mississippi River, has enjoyed a 4 per·
cent jump in its business as grain own
ers and millers transfer products nor
mally sent by barge.

R. L. Banks & Associates, a Washing
ton consulting firm, estimates that the
flooding to date is likely to cost the
railroad industry $235 million to $275
million.

Railroad executives say the flood
experience may lead to maintenance
adjustments and new cooperative ar
rangements among railroads and with
truckers, but few foresee any lasting
impact. Mr. Auman said Norfolk South
ern was unlikely to change plans to
tear up part of its track between Mo
berly, Mo., and Des Moines, even
though the availability of that line is
now saving i~ money.

"We've only been running 60 cars of
freight a year on that 41-mile stretch,"
he said. "It's too expensive to maintain
as a contingency against a 500-year
flood."



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Marilyn L. Charles, a secretary for the law firm Verner,
Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson and Hand, Chartered, do hereby
certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing "Reply
Comments of Association of American Railroads" was delivered by
hand, this 30th day of July, 1993, to the following:

Commissioner James H. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

commissioner Andrew D. Barrett
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

commissioner Ervin s. Duggan
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ralph Haller, Chief
Private Radio Bureau
Federal Communications commission
2025 M street, N.W., Room 5002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dr. Robert M. Pepper, Chief
Office of Plans and Policy
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Room 812
Washington, D.C. 20554

~~
Marilyn L. Charles


